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the opportunity of preaching in London at St. Paul's,
being asked to replace an older friend who was temporarily
disabled from performing his lecturer's duty there. The
sermons of this Cambridge youth aroused considerable
enthusiasm, and attracting the attention of Archbishop
Laud, he was taken under the protection of that prelate
and joined to the group of young ecclesiastics who were
being prepared to carry out Laud's policy in the Church.x
By Laud's means Jeremy Taylor was given a fellowship at
All Souls College, Oxford, in 1635. Three years later he
received a country living at Uppingham in Rutlandshire,
where he resided with his wife, for he was now married,
till the outbreak of the Civil War in 1642. As Chaplain-
in-Ordinary to Charles I, he followed for two years the
King in his campaigns ; but in the beginning of 1645 he
appears in South Wales, whither he seems to have retired
with the plan of settling down to clerical work, but
where he was followed by the storm of war, and was again
involved in its vortex. In the defeat of a royalist force
before Cardigan Castle he was captured by the Parlia-
mentarians and imprisoned in that Castle, but was soon
afterwards released. His release may have been due to
the intervention of an important magnate of that region,
the Earl of Carbery, a nobleman of moderate views, who
contrived to keep on good terms with both the warring
factions. At any rate we soon find Jeremy Taylor settled
close to Golden Grove, Lord Carbery's residence in
Carmarthenshire, where he joined with two other clergy-
men in conducting a school, and acted also as his patron's
private chaplain. Lord Carbery, and still more Lord
Carbery's young and saintly wife, played parts of great
importance in the life of this famous clergyman ; the earl

1 George Rust, in his sermon at Jeremy Taylor's funeral, tells
us that Laud asked the young divine to preach before him. * His
discourse/ Rust says, ' was beyond exception, and beyond
imitation ; yet the wise Prelate thought him too young ; but the
great Youth humbly begg'd his Grace to pardon that fault, and
promised if he lived, he would mend it.'